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In This Issue 

• Grand Knight Comments 

• Chaplain’s Corner 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Garden Market 

• Golf Outing Registration 

• Many more items 

 

Upcoming Events 

May 

05/06 Roadside Cleanup- 

SPCR 

05/07 Grill for STP Youth 

Group 

05/09 Membership Mtg – SJN 

05/13 Garden Market order 

pick-up- SPCR 

05/20 SJN Parish Festival 

 

June 

06/05 Ladies Auxiliary 

06/06 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

06/13 Membership Mtg – SJN 

 

July 

07/03 Ladies Auxiliary 

07/04 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

07/11 Membership Mtg – SJN 

07/17 Golf Outing 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree  

TBD 

 

4th Degree Exemplification 

TBD 

 

 

GREG’S RAMBLINGS AND RUMINATING  

Brother Knights, 

Last month I wrote about Easter traditions and missing some of them 

this year due to traveling. I am out of town again and this time it is 

to not miss a family tradition. The Kentucky Derby is always the first 

Saturday in May. My maternal grandparents enjoyed going to the 

horse races and would attend the historical race of the fastest 3 year 

olds. When I was younger my parents would host a Derby Party. The 

house would be filled with my parents’ friends enjoying a mint julep in the official glass 

and making a wager or two. Some people would bet on horses depending on the color 

of the silks while others would try to research the horses to determine the odds of 

winning. This horse does well on a wet track or that horse’s times have been improving 

over their last 5 races. Of course the experts would determine a favorite and many 

years that was the fastest horse. In other years a longshot would come in first. The 

race lasts only two minutes but the whole house 

would erupt with cheers and groans the whole 

time. The cacophony would crescendo as the 

runaway leader or nose to nose battle crossed 

the finish line. Once the fortunate split the pot 

and the losers got over their regrets, the fried 

chicken would be served and people voted for 

the fanciest hat in attendance. Mother would 

decorate hers with flowers and $2 bills.  

 

My older brother took over the tradition after my parent’s basement flooded. My 

brother had a house in Elgin with plenty of extra indoor and outdoor space. My parent’s 

friends would still be the majority of partygoers. This continued for many years until 

my brother moved to Tennessee. This year I have 

traveled with my mother, sister, and wife to 

Tennessee for the traditional party. My brother still 

has the best house for hosting and though the 

friends will be new, I’m sure it will still be a good 

time. Although I have never been to Churchill 

Downs, at least this feels a little closer to the action 

in Louisville. 

 

The Kentucky Derby is not like Christmas or Easter when everyone has traditions and 

fond (or otherwise) memories. I would guess that most people don’t even realize the 

race is run and don’t really care. Some people really get into the Super Bowl or March 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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Madness with big parties. The World Cup is a huge worldwide phenomenon, but most 

of us Americans are not even aware of it when it occurs. Perhaps there is something 

in your life that is a celebration for you and your family but is not recognized by the 

general public. Are you into marathon running, Star Trek conventions, or the Scripps 

National Spelling Bee? There are innumerable interests, hobbies, and even charitable 

pursuits that most people don’t realize exist or appreciate. Each can bring meaning 

and joy to those that participate. Our Catholic holy days and Knights of Columbus 

activities are like that as well. I encourage you to make one or more of our events an 

annual celebration for you and your family and spread the word throughout the 

community. And enjoy those other odd passions! 

 

Peace! 

Greg Sengstock,  

Grand Knight – Council 12497  

 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER Fr. Arnold Relles 

Brothers in Christ, 

As early as March, we look forward to the month of May.  During 

May we experience good weather, see flowers blooming and tree 

leaves begin to sprout.  We can enjoy outside activities like 

walking, hiking trails and biking. It’s springtime. But more so, we 

also know that the month of May is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. The tradition of dedicating the month of May to Mary came 

about in the 13th Century. 

Some say that devotion was created to replace various pagan cults and rituals. The 

actual reason is that this month is the time when spring is at the height of beauty. 

Spring is also connected with nature renewing itself. In her way, Mary gave new life to 

the world when she gave birth to our Savior, Christ Jesus. Mary’s fiat, her obedience 

to the will of the Father, was the critical moment when God was made flesh and 

inaugurated the fulfillment of our redemption. 

As I wrote in my last article, all of us - especially the Knights of Columbus members - 

are modern disciples of Christ. You are sharing the Word of God in your own respective 

way. Your family, your parish, your office and your community are the best places 

where you can preach not only by your words of wisdom but also by way of how you 

are living and witnessing the Gospel. 

In this month of May don’t remember only the good weather, the beautiful flowers that 

are blooming, the outdoor activities that you will be doing, but always remember the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, who is the model of our being a disciple. Mary’s discipleship is 

shown by her willingness to carry her cross with great love all her life. And the way 

she carried her cross mirrors the way her Son carried His.  

Let us be reminded also that devotion to Mary is one of the important parts of our 

identity as Catholics. As our mother she is the example of a committed Yes to the will 

of God. Because of our devotion to her, we can always ask her intercessions and help 

in the most difficult moments of our life as any child does with his mother. AD JESUM 

PER MARIAM. TO JESUS THROUGH MARY. 

God bless you all. And Mary our Mother will always inspire us and intercede for us. 

Fr. Arnold 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

 

 

The Ladies Auxiliary’s Shred Event on April 8 was very successful.  We raised $1,791 which will be given to some of 

our charities.  We recently made donations to Corbella Clinic for $500 and Beautiful U Ministries for $500. 

 

 

 

Or scan this QR code to order 

from your phone or tablet! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ladies’ Auxiliary is pleased to announce the anniversary of our 15th years of service!  We will celebrate this 

event at our next monthly meeting on June 5, at 7 PM, which will be held at Dempsey Hall on Crane Road.  The 

Knights are invited as well.  Our new officers will be installed that evening. 

 

President:   Doris Braddock Trustees:  Carla Weeks 
Vice-president:   Carol Vonderhaar  Celeste Marc 

Secretary:   Janet Holmgren  Cathy Blozis 

Treasurer:   Caroline Ehmann 

 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://stcgardenmarket.com/
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Don't Miss our next Dine-to-Donate 

Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin  

May 18, 2023 

  

In honor of beautiful May, celebrate at the Village Tavern and Grill in South Elgin.  Enjoy lunch 

or dinner and the Ladies Auxiliary will receive 20% of the bill!  Our local charities receive the 

benefit of what we earn from Dine to Donate. Great food; great service and helping others 

through our charitable giving.  Be sure to tell your server that you are from St Patrick Parish. 

We are grateful for this opportunity and encourage you all to participate. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kimberley Haag, Vice President  See our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org 

 

OFFICER NOMINATIONS 
 

Our council has opportunities for you to step up and lead. We need to fill the position of Chancellor however you may 

add your name as a candidate for any of the officer positions. Each has a varying degree of responsibility. We will 

have the full roster of candidates at Tuesday’s meeting and vote at the June council meeting. 

DUES ARE DUE 
 

Bill finally has membership cards available! Come to our council meeting on Tuesday to pay dues and pick up your 

card. If you cannot make it, dues can be paid on-line and Bill will mail your membership card. Go to this link on our 

council website to pay online.  http://kofc12497.com/?page_id=44  Your timely support is appreciated. 

 

SJN PARISH FESTIVAL MAY 20 
 

Our council has offered to help with St. John Neumann’s Parish Festival on 

Saturday, May20th after the 4:00 Mass. The Knights will provide food and drinks 

for sale, possibly sell wrist bands for the beer garden, and provide security. We 

need a coordinator for this event.  If you like food, this is the job for you. 

This may be a fund-raising opportunity however the idea is to have economical 

options for attendees. Check out or sign-up page to volunteer. 

 

 

2023 – 2024 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET 
 

Come to our council meeting this Tuesday, May 9th, to review and give input for our council budget.  We need to 

vote on the budget at the May and June council meetings for it to be in effect on July 1st. This is your chance to 

guide the priorities of your council. See you on Tuesday. 
  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ladiesaux12497.org/
http://kofc12497.com/?page_id=44
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ROADSIDE CLEANUP MAY 6 
 

Service to the Community 

 Unsightly Roadside Knightly Roadside 

 

 

Please join your brother knights at this Community service event on Saturday morning, May 6th, and help 

to make our neighborhood just a little more beautiful.  This is the shortest time commitment you will 

make all year, but one of the most fun and satisfying as you enjoy the fraternity and charity of our 

brotherhood.  We meet at 9:00 am at St. Pat’s Crane Road parking lot.  The council supplies the 

grippers, gloves, vests and bags.  You bring your suntan lotion, tall stories, and charitable heart. 

 

Details and signup online at kofc12497.com  or call Bob Gilmartin at (312) 771 6685. 

 

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 
 

Attention 4th degree Color Guard members: The 

Knights are marching in the Memorial Day Parade. 

For those without a uniform: come out to Main 

Street on Memorial Day to support our Knights and 

other patriotic groups participating in the parade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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EXEMPLIFICATION APRIL 23 WAS A BIG SUCCESS! 
 

Fellow Knights, 

We have all seen in print and understand that each of us are 

examples and promoters of this organization. We have all joined for 

various reasons and participate in the activities that we can fit into 

our schedules. We have heard “Thank you for all you do” at almost 

all of these activities. We are, in fact, the best promoters for our 

council and the Knights of Columbus. 

When we hand out the small blue card to individuals that we meet 

and ask them to consider joining the Knights, I always say, “When 

your time is right, we could use your help - and you will not be 

disappointed.” 

The time was right for our 6 newest members at the exemplification 

on April 23rd. Our grand knight coordinated and did an outstanding 

job in presiding over the ceremony. 

Our newest members are: Nick Fedele, Rich Felbinger, Tony Jackson, 

Jose Murillo, Bob Traub and Alex Turner.  

They will be wearing their name badges the next time you see them, 

so please introduce yourself and welcome them to our order. 

Thanks go out to the presenters during the ceremony (Jeff Bowgren, 

Paul Braddock, Bill Hinckley and Bill Roth) and also brother knights 

(Hank Brill, John Dehm, Jim Gebhardt, and Dennis Marquis) for being 

there and showing their support. 

 

Mark Schaefer, Membership Director 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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GARDEN MARKET ONLINE PERENNIAL ORDERS END MAY 10 
 

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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GOLF OUTING JULY 17 – REGISTER NOW 
 

KNIGHTS GOLF MONDAY JULY 17TH, Elgin Country Club      Registration: https://birdease.com/knightsgolf12497 

The 24th Annual "Never Give Up on Life" Memorial Golf Outing hosted by Fellowes 

Brands will be on Monday July 17th at Elgin Country Club, please check out our new golf 

outing website at the link above.   Our event is in desperate need of wine, liquor 

and golf ball donations as prizes or raffle items.   You can bring to the upcoming 

Council meeting on Tuesday May 9th or contact me directly, Fred Karl, cell:  847-373-

2922, and I can pick it up.   100% of our outing profits continue to support the Pro-Life 

Ministry of Corbella Clinic in South Elgin.   Our goal is 132 golfers, currently we have 32 

golfers, we should have no problem getting to 132 so I would encourage you to sign up at your earliest 

opportunity.   Hole sponsorships are $500, full page ad in the event book is $250, half page ad is $125.   Other 

types of donations such as sport tickets, restaurant gift cards, higher end liquor, are all great donations that can be 

included in the themed raffle baskets.   Any inquiries about the outing can be directed to Fred Karl, cell:  847-373-

2922, email:  ftkarl@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God Bless, 

Fred Karl - PGK 

Cell:  847-373-2922 

Email:  ftkarl@sbcglobal.net 

 

  

 
Event proudly sponsored by: All proceeds for the event will benefit:    

Event Contact:  Fred Karl ▪ 847-373-2922 ▪ ftkarl@sbcglobal.net 

Event website: https://birdease.com/knightsgolf12497 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
https://birdease.com/knightsgolf12497
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FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER … BE A FRIEND TO A BROTHER KNIGHT 
 

Many of you know our brother knight and founding council member, SK Bud Howatt.  Bud is not as mobile as he 

once was, and is not able to get out much on his own.  He would welcome visits from our brother Knights, or even 

going out to breakfast or lunch.  Bud has done so much with and for our council over many years; it would honor 

him greatly to have more brother knight visitors.  His phone number is 630-624-5773.  Give him a call and enjoy 

some fellowship with Bud! 

 

 

K OF C COUNCIL 12497 NAME BADGES 
 

The council encourages everyone to wear his name badge at our monthly meetings. 

This helps the newer members feel more comfortable and as one new member put it, 

"it helps build camaraderie ". We should also use them for other council activities when 

practical, to help promote our organization and mission. 

 

If you have not received one or have misplaced yours and need a new one please email 

the Grand Knight (gk@kofc12497.com) and copy Mark Schaefer (Membership Director, at fercoghill@gmail.com) and 

it will be ordered. It should take no more than a week to get them and once Mark picks them up, he will be in touch 

to see that you receive it ASAP. 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
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PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINIAN REFUGEES  
 

The war Ukraine continues and there is still a great refugee crisis due to the damage to critical infrastructure. The 

Knights of Columbus continue to provide support. Here is a link about Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly’s recent trip: 

www.kofc.org/en/news-room/articles/a-message-of-solidarity.html. As an organization with Charity as our first 

principle, we are constantly asking our members and the community at large for financial support. Although there is 

little each of us can do on our own, our second principle of Unity illustrates that together we can achieve great things. 

Our fundraising page is at https://donate.kofccharities.org/team/424200 and it will look like this: 

 

To make an individual donation, just hit the yellow “Donate” button and follow the directions. If you want to multiply 

your efforts, hit the “Join Team” button. Add yourself as a member and solicit help from those you know. It is set up to 

work well with Facebook and Twitter. We started with a $1000 goal for our council, but I think we will at least double 

that. Thank you to those that have donated and to those that will spread the word.  

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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4TH DEGREE UNIFORM REBATE 
 

Council & Assembly 4th Degree Knights Uniform Rebate 

 

If you are a 4th Degree Knight or prospective 4th Degree we have an 

offer for you.  In order to increase our Council support of the 4th Degree 

mission, we encourage you to take advantage of the rebates currently 

offered.  To show our Council’s support, we are offering a $200 rebate 

when you purchase a complete uniform.  In addition, the 4th Degree 

Marquette Assembly is also offering an additional $100 towards your uniform purchase.  Plus, an additional $100 

is available from an anonymous donor for a limited number of 4th Degree Knights purchasing their first uniform.  

That’s up to $400 total cost reimbursement! 

Take advantage of this great offer while it lasts.  Contact GK Greg Sengstock, FS Bill Roth or DD Gary Stopka for 

more information or how to receive your rebates. Be a visible symbol of the Patriotic Degree during religious 

ceremonies and in the community. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BENEFIT……DID YOU KNOW? 
 

It’s a difficult subject to discuss, but it’s something that we all must face -- some day, we all face certain death.  

Members of the Knights of Columbus, and immediate family members of 3rd degree Knights, are entitled to a 4th 

degree Honor Guard.  At the request of the family, the Marquette Assembly #188 will put into action arrangements 

for a wake or funeral Honor Guard.  

Our Council has arranged with local funeral homes and both Parishes to include this benefit in their funeral planning 

with the family.  However, with the many details involved, this benefit may be overlooked or passed over.  So as a 

reminder, ensure that your family members are aware of your wishes. 

Also, if you know of a member who has passed, please notify our Grand Knight via email at gk@kofc12497.com.  

Due to the size of our two Parish Council and membership, we may not always be aware of a Brother Knight passing.  

It would be helpful if you know of a Brother Knight passing please contact the Grand Knight with that information as 

soon as possible.  When the Grand Knight is notified, he will contact the Assembly Faithful Navigator and Color Corp 

Commander who will arrange the service if requested and only if requested by the family.   

PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  

Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Under the Knights Items tab on the menu bar, 

select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information page and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 

provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 

"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How 

easy is that! 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 
 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 
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PHOTO ALBUM 
 

We were blessed with a beautiful day for the Easter Egg Hunt!  Our parish families had a great time and were very 

appreciative of our council’s hosting this event.  You can zoom in to catch those adorable expressions! 
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Our council hosted the Free Throw Contest Regional event on March 18, after hosting our Council and District events 

on February 18.  It was a great turnout of participants, spectators and brother knights who volunteered! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mercy For The Starving was another hugely successful recent event, and our council was well represented among the 

many volunteers. 
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Finally, a few photos from our April 30 Exemplification ceremony where we welcomed 6 new men to our council. 
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